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April 9, 1997
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Department of Interior
Minerals Management Service
Mail Stop 4700

381 Elden Street

Hemdon, Virginia 201704817

Attention: John V. Micabells
Re: Prapased Rule - 30CFR251 - G&G Exploration
Dear Mr, Mirabella

The following comments arc submitted on behalf of Fairficld Industries Inc. Fairfield is a minority owned
geophiysical company currently conducting multi-client nov-cxclusive 3D scismic surveys in the Gulf of
Mexico. Our primary business is liccusing this data to the exploration industry and the proposed rules
would have 2 major impect on our core enterprise. The proposcd rules if implemented would have a
definite adverse effect o our company and our industry.

1t is difficult to agcertain what are substantive changes or whether verbiage is supposedly being put into
“plain Englich” while reading the proposed rules. The end results are tho same - the new roles impose
restrictians or require now roporting requircments which would place Fairfield at a economic disadvantage,

Indeed it is not clear why the proposed ruls changes are necossary. Fairfield is extremely disheartened that
the MMS has propased new sules without even a preliminary discussion with industry representatives,
Over the years our industry through the IAGC, APL NOIA and IPAA has worked closely with the MMS
and we thought a good working relationship existed. This assumptios was evidently in ervor.

Specific problems with the proposed rules ineluds (but are pot imited o); :

1. The “clarification” of the terms “Transfcr” and “Third Party” is nothing mors than a method by
which the MMS can access data directly from oil companies which may have licensed data from
conmractors. ﬂﬁswﬂ&r&mrygwphwiwwmpwywlypwvidinguismhdmmmuyh
rencgotiate and rewrite Licensc Agreements. Thors arg at least 12 different geophysical companies in this
position each with at least 100 oil company clients, The paperwock burden would be ¢aonmous and
delivery of 3D deta would cease while thig is underway. Needless to say, the availability of 3D seismic §
mumwuwmmofocsmmm i

2, . Amhpmd:ﬁmmld&mﬁmdm&nmmemwﬁ@ﬁmoh )
permittee (including penalties). Asaixuhumomusbmdensmuldbephaeduponwhdumym
rewrite all License Agreemeats.




4 mm@mh@gmmmmtw&otherusersoftthCShnmralproblans.

Sincerety,

el

Marc A. Lawr,
- 8r., Vice President
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